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q PROPOSALS, 
For publishing by subscription, a weekly paper, 


ENTITLED 


THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE; 


TO BE EDITED BY 

DAVID PICKERING. 
) This work will be printed on good paper, with a 
“Handsome brevier Type, and will be ofa neatquarto 
e. It will consist, principally, of omginal matter ; 
besides which, there will be choice selections from 
@ variety of the most rare and able productions on 
h ological subjects. The columns of this paper will 
' Be open to persons of different religious views, 
~ Who may wish to enter the field of temperate and 
a aritable discussion : But the Editor will retain the 
Might of rejecting any comntunication which may 


~ @ontain uncharitable censures and unreasonable sa- 


Hite, or whose general features may appear incom- 
) @atible with the mildness and purity of the Christian 
laracter. 

The principal design of this publication will be to 
: Hrrect abuses, expose imposture, and disseminate 
“@nd defend, by scriptural proofs and logical argu- 
Ment, the doctrine of final and universal salvation, 
By grace alone. 
® This paper will be devoted wholly to moral and 
@ligious subjects, except the Hymeneal and Obit- 
Wary notices. 
') CONDITIONS.—Tus Carist1an Texescore will 
‘@entain 52 numbers, of four pages each, besides an 
Widex to the volume, making in the whole, 212 pa- 

quarto. It will be printed every Saturday, and 
ivered to subscribers at one dollar and fifty cents 
volume, if paid in advance, or within three 
lonths from the date of the first number—one dollar 

i seventy-five cents, if paid within six months—or 
Miwo dollars if paid at the close of the year. 








y TO OUR PATRONS. 
7} in presenting the first number of the Cunist1ay 
Bexescorx to our patrons, we are happy, renewedly 
7@8 assure them, that the course suggested in the 
WProspectus will be faithfully observed. No commu- 
Mcations will be admitted, which are not in accord- 
e with the principles of the christian religion, ex- 

tpt they come in the form of candid objections, or 
iendly inquiry : Forit is not the design of this pub- 
VE@ation to seek an unprofitable controversy ; nor 
@all we shrink from the duty of honourable investi- 
3 when controversial subjects are fairly pro- 


| it is our intention to expose error, and from time 
@@ time, contrast it with truth. Nor will the ex- 
Posure of error be all which we shall attempt to do ; 
we intend to lay before our readers, as occasion 

i require, the arts and rravps to which our op- 

ers resort, in order to maintain their favourite 
rs, and to bring into disrepute the doctrine of 

al grace. 


In a word ; our course will be open ard friendly, 
and we shall require of our.opposers the same can- 
dour ; which, if they refuse, and attempt to treat us 
with the abuse which some few have done, we shall 


exonerate the rnnocent, by disclosing the names of 





the eviity 
PB few of our subscriptions from abroad have 
been returned ; and these few are not sufficient to 
wairant the publisher in proceeding with the work. 
It is therefore desired, and confidently expected of 
all who hold subscriptions for this paper, and wish 
its prosperity, that they will return the names of their 
subscribers as soon as may be convenient, and use 
all proper means to increase that number, that the 
publisher may be enabled to issue the future num- 
bers of the Te.rescove with the confidence of reason- 
able patronage. 

For the moral and religious character of the 
Curistian Tetpscorrt, we feel ourselves accounta- 
ble to God, our consciences, and our christian breth- 
ren: And we hope, through divine grace, to be gui- 
ded by charity in all our labours in this, department 
of duty. And while we solicit communications from 
abroad, we must remind our correspondents of the 
necessity of compressing their communications into 
as brief a form as the merits of their subjects will 
conveniently admit, on account of the limits of our 
columns. 

The doctrine which our consciences, and the faith- 
ful word of God, binds us to defend, is none other 
than that of rrez and uNMERITED grace, issuing in 
the highest glory of the King Eternal, and the final 
holiness and happiness of ALL MANKIND. 

Our course is plain, and we feel that our evidence 
is strong. It is therefore with cheerfulness that 
“we bring unto you glad tidings,” tendering to you 
the salutation of grace, mercy and peace, from the 
Father of Spirits, and from Him who hath given him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us to God, from the 
ways of errour and death, and present us spotless, 
with the whole creation, before the throne of his 
glory. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN 1ELESCOPE. 


WHAT IS LIBERALITY ? 

Few words in the English vocabulary, carry with 
them a greater charm than the word which stands at 
the head of this article. It is indiscriminately claimed 
by all denominations of christians, to designate both 
their sentiments and their feelings: but with how 
much propriety, the reader will determine for him- 
self, after having candidly examined the principle 
we are considering. 

It is a virtue which only needs to be seen in its na- 
tive loveliness, to be admired; and the motives of 
its actions to be understood, in order to render its 
acquisition desirable by all. 

Liberality is the effusion of a mind enlarged by 
observation, and enlightened by truth. Hence we 








mav not expect any luminous displays of this vir- 


tue among those who are careful to citcumscribe. 
their inquiries within the narrow limits ofcatecheti- 


cal instruction, or who never look beyond the pale of. 


their own particular church to converse with the 
opinions or sentiments of others. ? 
It is among tose who have dared to overieap 


the bounds c* early prejudice, and range in the’ 


wide fields of moral science and literature, that we 
are to look for the most useful examples of chris- 
tian liberality in modern times. For it has become 
proverbial, that .s1cerry, and a very limited share 
of observation, go hand in hand. Hence, popish 
infallibility, blind obstinacy, and an over-heated zeal, 
form a phalanx so strong, that reason and evidence 
are set at defiance, and the creeds of men are 
converted into the standard of orthodoxy. 


Christian liberality isa disposition, graduated by 


the scale of modesty, which inquires into, and 
candidly investigates the sentiments of others. Nor 
will it hastily condemn any opinion, however ab- 
surd, but first weigh in the even balance of sin- 
cerity, the arguments and evidences which may 
be adduced for its support; and after due refiec. 
tion and sober examination, reject the error, with- 
out arraigning the motive of its author. The gen- 
uine liberality which christianity inculcates is fa- 
vourable to the spirit of inquiry; for it bids us 
‘prove all things, any hold fast that which is 
good.” It is therefore obvious, that those who 
place themselves beyond the point of generous in- 
quiry, and obstinately confide in the immaculate pu- 
rity of their own creed, have very little claim to 
the virtue of liberality. 

While this important accomplishment awakes the 
generous sentiments of philanthropy, and enlarges the 
boundaries of moral science, by encouraging the ac- 
quisition of useful knowledge, and promoting the 
advancement of the human mind ; superstition has 
chained her deluded votaries to the iron car of religion, 
despotism, ignorance, and intolerance. True liber~ 
ality reveres no sentiment for the number of centu- 
ries it can boast ; nor does it -reject any opinion, 
merely because it is supposed to be new. — It scru- 
tinizes with candour, and decides with charity, upon 
the merits of every doctrine, according to the evi- 
dence which it can command. It bows with ado- 
ration at the altar of truth, and rejects with utter de- 
testation and disdain the polluted garments of by- 
pocrisy and deceit. 


It is equally distant from that indolent good_na- 
ture, which, without examination, blindly b 
its approbation upon all religious opinions, with ri 
parent indifference to truth or error ; and from that 
unrelenting bigotry and fanaticism, which proscribes 
without mercy, every scintillation of genius that 
lights upon any object beyond such limits asare pre- 
scribed by the dogmas of a modern creed. 

The liberality of which we are speaking, is open 
and generous as the light of heaven, and lies at the 
foundation of christian humility. “It makes all pro- 
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per allowance for the imperfections of human na- 
ture, and spreads the veil of charity over the infirm- 
ities of our race. 

In a word—it is the child of heaven, the ‘daughter 
of wisdom, and the handmaid of divine rruts ! 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


REV. MK. PICKERING, 

Sir—The liberal principles on which you propose 
to establish the Christian Telescope, having been 
developed im your prospectus, preclude the necessi- 
ty of an apology for troubling you with a few objec- 
tions to the doctrine you are abouttodefend. I pre- 
sume that temperate communications will find ad- 
mission into your columns, where the principal ob- 
ject is inquiry after truth, even should the writers, in 
common with myself, confess with candour that they 
have strong moral objections to the expediency of 
publishing the doctrine of Universal Salvation to the 
world. 

The difficulty of forming an opinion unbiased by 
the prejudices of education,»becomes more appar- | 
ent as we proceed to investigate the sacred writings, 
and testimony in such abundance is offered by those 








rior to all other animals. If the noblest attribute giv- 


en to man, is not to be exercised. on an-oceasion, in 
comparison to which, all others dwindle into ‘positive 
insignificance, IT CANNOT BE OF DIVINE onierN, for 
the Deity does not bestow his noblest attributes with 
one hand and withdraw them with the other, or place 
his evidence before us, and deprive us of the only 
rneans of judging for ourselves. 


But while we enjoy the gift of reason in compara- 
tive perfection, let us not forget that our ancestors 
participated in this enjoyment equally with us ; and 
possessed the same, if not superior opportunities 
dicovering the truth.—And as it is conceded that the 
public mind, however it may vary in particulars, will, 
after time for fair investigation of the evidence be- 
fore it, judge correctly in the main—upon a subject 
like this, where the testimony must forever be irre- 
vocably and unchangeably the same ; it is submitted 
whether sufficient time has not elapsed since the 
birth of the Redeemer to have discovered all that 
could have been discovered, and to have illustrated 


| all that. could have been illustrated on doctinal points 


in the sacred scriptures. 


May we not then with propriety, inquire by what 





who honestly differ in sentiment, that we are bewil- | 
dered when we expect to be enlightened, and truth | 
becomes obscured by the variety of evidence pro- 

duced. The scriptures are well adapted to that sort 

of polemic discussion which only requires a quota-. 
tion to silence the voice of truth and reason ; they 

abound in texts which, if taken in the abstract, may 

be forced into conversation and given im support of | 
any doctrine whatever, but the mind is not satisfied | 
by any evidence short of that which is adapted to 

the plain dictates of commonsense. I am aware that 

an Objection is made to your creed, that you place 

too much reliance on numAN REASON for its support ; 

for there are those who believe that this gift was be- 

towed on us for a free exercise on all subjects sur 

one, that we must not attempt to remove the veil, by 

which certain of the sacred writings are obscured,— 

that the mystery of godliness is not to be invaded by 

atest, known to be fallible from the daily evidence of 
ur senses ; but candour obliges me to state that the 

doubts arising in my mind of the truth of your doc- 
trine, result from a conviction that they cannor be 
supported by reason. 

One of the most conclusive arguments which I 
have heard advanced by you in favour of the immor- 
tality of the soul, is derived from a knowledge that 
there is no desire implanted in the human breast but 
‘what means are provided for its gratification, and as 
there is no idea so distressing to a rational mind, as 
annihilation, so there is no desire so strong as the de- 
sine to exist hereafter. This is that kind of evidence 
by which men deciding from their own experience 
and reason, admit as sufficiently conclusive in the ab- 
‘sence of other testimony, and we conclude by parity 
of reasoning, that we are possessed of no attribute 
from the Deity, but what is given us expressly for 
eur own immediate use and benefit —SaaLt wz THEN 

LAY ASIDE OUR REasON? The wise man, although he 
confesses his inability to comprehend the works of the 
Creator, will not embrace a doctrine that cannot be 
supported by reason as well as scripture ; he will 


mighty magic raz rruTH has been concealed for so 
many centuries? a truth of such vast importance 


| that the pen of the.recording angel could not do it 


justice. Was it a part of the mission of Christ, who 


laws ; an error which the learned, the wise, the fang. 
tic and the critic, combining the united wisdom ¢f 
seventeen centuries, have not even imagined in the 
most unsparing criticisms and rigid investigations j; 
all their endless variety during that period. 1, 
‘simple terms” indeed must that doctrine be taught, 
which can only be comprehended by the * meanes 
capacity.” 

The objection will not avail that in the Augusta 
age the wisest and greatest men were heathens, (iy. 
ilized nations of allages have found it necessary to 





establish A RELIGION, and their uniform policy has 
been to inculcate a belief in a future life of retriby. 
tion; the frailty of human nature is such that the 
principles men profess have a powerful influence on 
their conduct, and it has been seen that laws bot) 
human and divine are requisite to keep the passioisof 
men within due bounds. The Heathen Mythology had 
been established from time immemorial, in which 
was included’a system of future rewards and punis!- 








came to introduce the new covenant, to leave the 


was at his birth ? for dark indeed was the hour of his | 


his immediate followers ; if the fact were admitted, | 
indeed, that some individuals of rank or character in| 


could not be admitted as an evidence of its stability 
—many more have been found to advocate the non- 


to say that the revolution now attempting by the Uni- | 
versalists, is a more interesting event than that which 
was effected by the birth of Christ ; for if the princi- 


dred years, all the fictitious importance heretofore 


new system. 

It seems incredible that the Jews who were ex- 
pecting the Messiah, should have rejected the evi- | 
dences of his identity displayed to them in his birth, 
his miracles and resurrection, Such testimony at 
this day would be deemed conclusive. But in at- 


you produce us no new evidence, and we do not 
know that the Universalists have superior opportuni- 
ties or sagacity to plead. The same book is placed 
before us which exhibits all that ever has been or 
can be known; and we are told that it contains a doc- 
trine, taught in the most simple terms and in lan- 
guage adapted to the meanest capacity, which ex- 
jposes an error that arraigns the piety of all our ances- 
tors, and into which all the ancient and mo 

Christian writers have fallen ; an error that concerns 
‘no less than the salvation of all mankind ; an error 
which-has been adopted by every Christian govern- 





never abandon that by which alone he is made supe- 








dissolution, if it is left for us at this distance, to dis- | 
cover a light which was not sufficient to iHuminate | | censure it, who believe that the Messiah adopted the 


part advocated the doctrine of universal salvation, it | 
were this true, it would be adding, at least, one 
other evidence to prove that the Saviour knew 
existence of the Deity, and it would notbe too much | 


given to it, vanishes into air at the approach of this. 


tempting sow to produce a much greater revolution 





ment and made a fundamental principle in all their; 


ments, it was a fabric erected by their forefathers, 
that the religion of Paul, in which this system in ¢!. 
ect was continued under another form, was calculat- 
ed to raze to the grou ad ;—a fabric which their philos. 
ophers and statesmen knew was founded in error, 
but it was their policy te conceal it ; all experience 
had taught them as it teaches us, that should the fea 
of “a dread hereafter” be removed and a boundless 
eternity of bliss thrown open indiseriminately to «ll, 


world in greater darkness.at his resurrection than it | * powerful restraint would be taken from the inclina. 


tions of mankind. Whatever doubt there may be of 
the propriety of ruts pourcy, Universalists cannci 


| same course when he declined preaching rueir doc- 
trine (as Tuy BELIEVE) to his immediate disciples, 
alleging as a reason, that they “could not bear it ;” 


what indeed is plain to the experience of every man, % 
that it is FEAR atoyr, which prevents men from com- 


“tmnitting crimes, and raat fear must be excited by 


something more than a God whose only attribute: 


ples established by that revolution, were founded are Jove and mercy. 
and have been advocated in error, for seventeen hun- | In reply to the foregoin:s «. ntiments, it is not enoug! 


to say that the UNIVERSALIST FROM PRINCIPLE <locs 
not find himself more inclined to vicious propensitics 
from a belief in his creed than any other; all sec- 
tarians repel with equal candour the suggestion that 
their doctrines have a licentious tendency. Bu! 
' should we admit this assertion of the Universualis‘ 


| who decides from his own experience, that the pro 


mulgation of his principles would not be attended wit 
this effect, we are equally ‘bound to admit as cv’: 
dence, the answer of every true christian, of wha! 
ever denomination, to the question, whether he r: 
ally merits the happiness he receives here, and ho! 
estly feels himself sufficiently punished rv ars cox 
science for crimes open and in secret committe 
against his Maker. The answer, I undertake to s:) 
if honestly given, must in either case be in the neg 

tive. The candid avowal of Chtistian experience | 
as good testimony in one case asanother ; these cas¢ 
are parallel ; no art or ingenuity can evade it. If th 
internal evidence of the Universalist proves that th 
doctrine has no licentious tendency, the testimor! 
on the other hand is equally conclusive that the pu! 
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ment here fs ‘cot ouficient. But apart from this 
clusion 5 what sraTs OF REWARDS AND PUNISH- 
is this, sir, where w2X ACKNOWLEDGE THEY 

bor MORE THAN THEY DESERVE, AND DO NOT RE- 


a HVE THE PUNISHMENT THEY MERIT ? 


4) put if we allow the second coming to be past, a 
ection naturally arises, what has it-effected ? Has 
ie general result been compatible with the impres* 
Mion made on the mind by a perusal of the New Testa- 
4 lent, in which the important. consequences of that 
ol are delineated ? Isthere any reason for suppos- 
» that the consciences of men were less influenced 
: by education, previous to the birth of Christ, than : after 
ie siege of Jerusalem, at which time, you tell us that 
second adyentteok place ? Were not men gov- 
¢ r med by the same interested motives,—the same love 
‘0 | power, and hgd they not the same natural tendency 
wickedness then,.asnow ? It would bean insult to 
jur understanding to offer proof from the more an- 
mt sacred writings, that-virtue and vice have ever 
sen natural to man, or that the indulgence of passions 
4 md commission of crimes, HAVE IN ALL AGES BEEN 
F re TENDED WITH LIKE RESULTS,—that the established 
@estem of cause and effect, and the fundamental prin- 
“a ples of human nature have ever been, and will ever 
r e main the same. Then, sir, what state of rewards 


@ad punishments is this, that Christ provear 1NTo 


WORLD AT HIS SECOND COMING, WHICH HAS 


BRODUCED NO EFFECT, EITHER. MORALLY OR PHYSIC- 


BLY, THAT DID NOT EXIST BAPPRA 


Ss ject. There are various tn but A have 
‘often been discussed and will probably ever remain in 
. pute. Should your system, however, be establish- 
ed they would be considered of minor importance ; 
forif the time ever arrives, when mankind shall be 
‘“Bitisfied that the second advent is past, and that the 
“Piesent is the state of rewards and punishments fore- 
fd in the scriptures, there would be little necessity 
Mifeconciling any other apparent inconsistency—we 
‘Weald then have no hope that the storms which have 
aeatated Christendom for so many centuries would 
ver be hushed, or peace resume her universal em- 
over the world. POLEMIKCS. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 
= An acquaintance with our Creator has ever been 
"Somsidered the most sublime science of which the 
_Sman mind is susceptible. All other acquisitions of 
vledge dwindle into comparative insignificance, 
te no other acquirement of the human understand- 
can vie with this for importance in point of influ- 
¢ upon the morals and the happiness of mankind. 
»sence of this knowledge, has, through the 
ges of antiquity, given rise to those wild and 
herent systems of the Pagan theology, which 
| aanbicedcagys wnemvagn of blind superstition, 
> altars, thousands of human beings have 

Sresaclibed: 

‘want of just views of the Creator’s character 
en existence to numerous corrosive and un- 
tble fears, which even’ in christian countries 
> gained a powerful ascendancy over the minds 
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of multitudes ; and in numerous instances reason has 
been driven from her throne, and the subjects of ter- 
ror have been hurried on to madness, and to acts of 
desperation. Is it not, then, of the first umportance 
that we avail ourselves of every means placed within 
our reach to acquire an understanding of the perfec- 
tions and purposes of that Almighty Being, on whose 
will our happiness depends? Especially, if it should, 
on examination, appear that this Being is favourable 
to the happiness of the creature man.—Every re- 
flecting mind will answer, ves. 


Since our happiness is connected with a knowl- 
edge of the Creator, it will doubtless be inquired, 
what are those means which Deity has placed within 
our reach, and which, if duly attended to, will pro- 
mote so desirable an object ? In the solution of this 
inquiry, itis proper to observe-——As God first sur- 
rounded man with the beauty and variety of nature, 
it is obvious that he intended the first lessons of mo- 
ral instruction to be drawn from the book of nature. 

The creation of the world, as well as the whole 
scenery of nature which is spread around us, furnish- 
es the undeniable evidence of the wisdom and pow- 
er of their Author. For a world like this, could not 
be the offspring of unmeanining chance, since it con- 
tains so many proofs and indications of design. Its 


spherical figure is the only one which could promete - 


the great object ofits annual and diurnal revolutions ; 
—namely, the variety of the seasons, and the constant 
succession of day and night. The mountains, vallies, 
| Seer hills, and plains and seas, all bear the indubait- 
able marks of design, and furnish us with an epitome 
ofdivine wisdom. ‘The various tribesof its inhabitants, 
provided with similar, and dissimilar powers, yet ad- 
mirably adapted to the convenience, safety, and 
pleasure of all, furnish additional evidence of the 
wisdom of the great Comtriver. And by what is all 
this mighty fabric supported ? By no mortal hand— 
but by the arm of Omnipotence. 

When we lift our eyes to contemplate the heavens, 
where immense bodies roll in the vast expanse, we 
there behold the sublime indications of his wisdom 
and power, and are led to exclaim with the pious 
psalmist, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament sheweth his handy work.” For 
**the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by. the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead.” —Sr. Pavt. 

Having seen that the works of creation contain the 
evidences of divine wisdom and power, we may turn, 
farther to contemplate the perfections of God, in the 
administrations of his providence ; from which we 
derive the visible evidence of his paternal care, and 
his impartial goodness to. man, And -here, we are 
furnished, not only with the proofs.of his wisdom and 
power, but with the certain evidences of his com- 
passion and fulness: For under his wise and equal 
administration, provision is made for the wants of 
every living thing. From the chambers of orient 

to the utmost bounds of the west, the 
blessings of an equal Providence are diffused with a 
bountiful and liberal hand. The creatures of “his 
formation, though innumerable, find their daily wants 
amply supplied from the immense store-house of the 


common Parent of nature, In the diffusion. of his | 





bounty, an impartial regard is had to the necessities 
ofall. Well might the Psalmist, in pious gratitude 
confess, ‘*the Lord is good to all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. The eyes of all wait upon 
thee, and thou givest them their meat in due season : 
Thou opeuest thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing. For he hath not left himself: 
without a witness in that he hath done good, sending 
us rain and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness.” The lectures of divine Provi- 
dence speak a language which may be understood 
by all, and testify the universal care and equal ee 
ness of the great Creator. 

Notwithstanding the amplitude and clearness of 
the evidence with which we are furnished from the 
book of nature in proof of the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of God, still they give us but an imperfect 
view of his whole character, since they cannot unfold 
to us the doctrine of a future state. It is by anoth- 
er kind of evidence that we must penetrate the veil 
of futurity, and contemplate by faith the more’ gilo- 
rious displays of the divine perfections. 

In the volume of holy inspiration we find the evi- 
dences of his infinite benevolence, in the plan of 
grace and salvation by a Redeemer. There, “life 
and immortality are brought to light by the gospel.” 
Peace is proclaimed by the blood of the cross : and 
thence we are instructed, that “ where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound :” And “that where 
sin hath reigned unto death ; even so,” it was the pur- 
pose of God that “ grace might reign through tight- 
eousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
This gospel of the grace of God, proclaims ‘liberty 
‘to the captives”—opens the prison of darkness to all 


that are bound,—speaks peace to them that are far 
off, and to them that are nigh—points us to the de- 


struction of death, the last enemy, and assures us in 
the melting accents of truth, that all shall be made 
alive in the resurrection, and be crowned with glory, 
and honour, and immortality. 

These are, indeed, “good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” 

Fear and doubt, which are the mest painful and- 
distressing companions of the mind, are removed by 
the knowledge of God, whichis presented to the un- 
derstanding through the medium of these evidences, 
The Gentiles were said to be “alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance there was in them, 
because of the blindness of their hearts.” Remove 
this blindness, which can only be done by communi- 
cating the knowledge of their Maker, and the effect, 
which is alienation, with afl its unpropitious couse. 
quences, will cease. 

An acquaintance with our Creator produces recon- 
ciliation to his mind and will, by removing all suspi- 
cion of any design in Deity, unfavourable to the wel. 
fare of man, It Makes us sensible of his divine com- 
passion, and of our dependence, and excites in us 
the virtues of gratitude and humility ; while peace 
and contentment are the spontaneous fruits of this 
knowledge. 

_-Pinally.—An acquaintance with God is hse, 
that we might be qualified for the enjoyment of his 
gift, Which is eternal tife-—For" saith the great Re- 
deemer, “this is life-eternal, that they mght know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent,” 
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placed before us, it would be the height of ingrati- 
tude to neglect their improvement : Nay, more ; it 
would be indicative of a determined hostility to our 
own happiness. 

Let us then seize these rational and salutary means 
and opportunities which are afforded us to cultivate 
an acquaintance with the Author of our being ; that 
the mind, being exp..ided by the influence of just 
and liberal views, may be enabled to advance into the 
regions of intellectual enjoyment, and feast upon the 
delicious dainties of evangelical truth. 

NEW SOCIETIES. 

A Society was formed at Taunton, Mass. the 21st 
day of July last, by the name of the First ‘Univers- 
alist Society in Taunton. They chose their offic- 
ers on the 26th, to serve until the annual meeting, 
which is to. be ‘olden in September next. 

Another Society has recently been formed in Paw- 
tucket, by the name of the First. Universalist Soci- 
éty in Pawtucket, R. I. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


PRAYER. 
© thou, whose nature is unbounded love, 
Whose light adorns the shining courts above ; 
Before whose awful presence planets flee ; 
And mountains trembling, drop into the sea ! 


‘Thou, who in realms of bliss forever reign’st, 
‘Thou, whona the highest heavens cannot contain ! 
Wilt thou in mercy condescend so low, 

To smile upon us in a world of wo. 


Grant us the quick’ning influence of thy grace, 
And light us with the radiance of thy face : 
Then shall our joyful hearts thy love proclaim, 
And chant the rising honours of thy name. 


Then will we rise from our abyss of wo, | 
And hand in hand, to Zion’s gate will go, 
Which on the hinge of justice freely turns, 
While mercy in the sacred bosom burns. 


There all the air is peace, and love divine, 

And virtue blossoms on the living Vine : 

With rapt’rous joy, we'll enter and proclaiin 

The countless honours of Immanuel’s name. 
We'll sing his pow’r, admire his wond’ rous grace, 
That conquers rebels of a fallen race : 

Tn hymns of praise we'll shout the day divine, 
Whose dawning rays shall soon with lustre shine. 


Then shall the dark benighted sons of wo, 
This light behold, and up to Zion go ; 

And grateful incense from their hearts ascend, 
While beasts and elders shout the long amen. 


[sexectioNs.] 


THE SENSE OF GOD. 
Waareven social ills may press us round, 
Thou, sense of God, exalting and profound, 
*Tis thou to earth’s sad children break’st. the shock ; 
Thou meet’st the poet. on his lonely rock, 
Reveal’st Jzenovan to his ardent gaze, 
And tun’st his lips to confidence and praise. [vain, 
Grand thought of God ! to which, midst pleasures 
Our human weakness conscious turns again ; 














These sre the blessings thew. te-man, hast giews, | 


And thus religion links the earth to heaven. 

Who shall disown thee?—God withdrawn, a veil 

Shrouds the dim earth, restate te turn 
pale ; 

Laws—morals—virtue—prone to dust, are hurl’d, 

An aimless system and an orphan world. 


TO YOUNG MEN. 
There is no one thing of so much importance to a 
young man just entering on the stage of life, as the 
choice of company ; every thing in a great mea- 
sure depends upon that. The dashing rakes and 
dissipated fops may have their allurements, but a- 


bove all things, young men, beware of them. They | i 


entice but to ruin, and he who is weak enough to 
be led into their snares, may be sure of meeting 
with nothing but disappointment, chagrin, and the 
loss of health, and an empty purse. Therefore, it 
is of the greatest consequence, to choose suitable 
companions to associate with. 

Many immagine that they shill not be considered 
gentlemen without they swear roundly, drink down 
their bottle of wine, and smoke their dozen of 
segars at a sitting; but, mistaken young men, be- 
ware how you indulge in such pernicious practic- 
es ; for depend upon it, if you are led on thus by 
degrees into vice, your fame, fortune and health, 
will pay dear for your folly. In drunken revels, and 
noisy carousals, you may make the moments of 
time appear to pass with swiftness, but recollect 
that every fleeting moment brings you nearer to that 
bourne from whence no traveller returns. 


Aw Exrract.—tIn any adversity that happens to 
us in the world, we ought to consider that misery 
and affliction are not less natural than snow or hail ; 
and it were as reasonable f hope fora year with- 
out. storms, as for a life without troubles. Life, 
however sweet it seems, is a draught in which bitter 
ingredients are mingled—some drink deeper than 
others, before they come at them ; but if they do 
not swim at the top for youth to come at them, it is 
ten to one, but old age will find them thick at the 
bottom. And it is the employment of faith and pa- 
tience, and the work of wisdom and virtue, to teach 
us to drink the sweet parts with pleasure and thank- 
fuliess, and to swallow the bitter without complaint 
or reluctance. We generally fancy ourselves more 


miserable than we really are, for want of taking a 


true estimate of things ; wherefore we fly into trans- 
ports without reason, and judge of the happiness or 
calamity of human life by false lights. A. strict in- 
quiry into the truth of matters will help us in the 
one, and comparison will set us right in the other. 
There is no accident so unfortunate, but wise men 
will make some advantage of it ; nor any so fortunate, 
but fools may turn it to their own prejudice. It is 
often found, that to be armed against calamities 


with a tranquil mind, is either a sure way to avoid | Wj 
them, or, at least, to protract the season of their | 


arrival ; and if there were nothing else in it, but 
the rendering them more tolerable when they hap- 
pen, it would be prudent to try the experiment, 
On the heels of folly treadeth shame ; at the back 
of anger standeth remorse. 





+ ht Lo No “man | ever Repérea in the 
world. without the consent and co-operation of hj, 
wife. ff she unites in mutual endeavours, or rew ards 
his labour with an endearing smile, with what perse. 
verance does he apply to his vocation ; with what con. 
fidence will he resort to his merchandize or farm . 
over land ; sail on the seas ; meet difficulty and en. 
counter danger—if he knows he is not spending his 
strength in vain, but that his labour will be reward. 
ed by the sweets of home. Solitude and disappoint. 


ment enter into the history of every man’s life ; ang 


that he is but half provided for his voyage, who 
finds but an associate for happy uovrs, while fx 
his monrus of darkness and distress no sympathis. 
ing partner is prepared ! 

“ A soft answer turneth away wrath.”—The horse of a 
pious man, living in Massachusetts, happening to stray 
into-the road, a neighbour of the man who owned the 
horse, put him in pound. Meeting the owner soon after, 
he told him what be had done, “ and if [ catch him in the 
road again,” said he, “ I'll do it again.”—“ Neighbour,” 
replied the other, “ not long since, I looked out of iny win. 
dow in the night, arid I saw your cattle in my mowin; 
ground, and I drove them out, and shut them in your yan 
and Pil do itagain” Struck with the reply, the man i 
erated the horse from the pound and paid the ees hin 
self. 


(<7 A reply to “ Polemikos” is prepared, and will ap- 
pear in our next. 

(<> Several communications are received, and wil! 2p- 
pear soon. 
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, wy infant son of Capi. 

acs ab Robert N. Hol , 
morning, iVir. olines, aged 

, John Holmes. 


NO. 1103, WESTMINSTER-STREET. 
‘The Fata pe and Pamphlets may be had 


js mo. Sade Translation of the New Testament, 1 50 


Do. Lectures on Universal Benevolence, 79 
Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement, 1 00 
Letters between Rev. Mr. 

Mr. Walton, and Rev. Mr. Ballou, 


1 veo used at the Universalist Chapel in 


Scriptural i Calschiems. 

Mystery of Revelation Unfolded, in two Dis- 
courses, on Rev. xx. 10th and 12th v. 

Force of Prejudice, 

Kneeland’s Sermon on Psalm ix. 17, with an 

account of Ancient Copies of the Bible, 


inster, Rev. 


.»* 


ith a variety of Discourses on various subjects. 
Subscriptions received for the Christian Telescop¢ 
and also for a History of Boston, now publishing 4 
numbers, by Mr. Abel Bowen. . 


SAMUEL W. WHEELER. 
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